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Introduction
At St Mary’s we believe that it is fundamental that all pupils achieve their potential; personally, socially,
emotionally and academically regardless of their gender, ethnicity, social background, physical ability or
educational needs. Our mission statement is ‘Learning for Life’, where children learn to be successful
learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. We recognise that all learners are different and that
some children may need additional support to achieve this goal. For further information please see the
school’s SEN Policy document.
At St Mary’s children are identified as having a special educational need;
“…where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision, that is provision
different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age” Code of Practice (2014)
SEN Needs and Provision
The code of practice refers to four broad areas of need;





Communication and Interaction,
Cognition and Learning,
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties,
Sensory and Physical Needs

St Mary’s school is an inclusive mainstream school with experience of supporting children in all these areas.
Other useful documents such as Provision Management details and our SEND Policy will give further
information regarding our provision and are available on our school website.
Below are a number of frequently asked questions to provide further insight into how we support all
children with special educational needs,
How can I let the school know I am concerned about my child’s progress in school?



If you have concerns about your child’s progress, then you should make an appointment to speak
to your child’s class teacher initially via the school office.
If you continue to be concerned about your child’s educational needs then please make an
appointment to see Ms Gorton, our SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator)

Who are the best people to talk to in this school about my child’s difficulties with learning, Special
Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND)?
Our class teachers are responsible for:



Continually checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any
additional help your child may need and letting the Inclusion Manager know as necessary.
Contributing to Individual Education Plans (IEP) for children on our special educational need
support register, sharing and reviewing these with parents termly and planning for the next term.
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Ensuring that all staff working with your child in school are supported to deliver the planned
work/programme for your child, so they can achieve the best possible outcomes. This may involve
the use of additional adults, outside specialist help and specially planned work and resources.
Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the pupils they
teach with any SEND.

Ms Gorton, our SENCo is responsible for:


Ensuring that you are:
o involved in supporting your child’s learning
o kept informed about the support your child is getting
o involved in reviewing how your child is progressing



The SENCo supports the Headteacher and governing body, in determining the strategic
development of the SEN policy and provision in the school.
Coordinating support for children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) and
developing the school’s SEND Policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high quality
response to meeting their needs in school.
Liaising with all the other professionals who may be supporting your child’s learning, e.g. Speech
and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapist, Educational Psychology, etc.
Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring all the SEND needs of pupils in this
school are known) and making sure that there are excellent records of your child’s progress and
needs.
Coordinating specialist support and professional development for teachers and support staff in the
school so they can help children with SEND in the school achieve the best progress possible.






Mrs Chambers, our Headteacher is responsible for;




Overseeing the management of provision and review processes, including for those with SEND.
Ensuring that the SENCo is receiving the relevant professional development and information
relating to SEND provision.
Ensuring that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any issues in the school relating to SEND.

Mrs Michele Oliver, our SEN Governor is responsible for:



Making sure that the necessary support is made for any child who attends the school who has
SEND.
Review and challenge the provision for inclusion on a termly basis

Who are the other people providing support to children with a special educational need in this school?
St Mary’s employs a number of specialist trained teaching assistants, who are regularly sent for further
training to ensure that their subject knowledge is up to date with current practice.
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It is expected that most children will make progress through targeted support available in school. In some
circumstances, it is appropriate to invite and seek support from external agencies in the identification,
assessment and provision for pupils who have SEND. The agencies consulted by the school include:









Educational Psychologist
Surrey County Council specialist teaching services – Learning and Behaviour support.
Physical and Sensory Support Services – hearing impairment, visual impairment and physical
disabilities
Health Services including; Speech and Language Service, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy and
School Nurse
Freemantles Outreach – specialist autism support
CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)
We obtain parental permission before referring a pupil to an outside agency for support with their
learning.
The Home-School Link Worker provides additional support for parents / carers, where appropriate.

How will we measure the progress of your child in school?







Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher.
His/her progress is reviewed formally every term within a pupil progress meeting with the school’s
Senior Management Team and SENCo.
At the end of each key stage (year 2 and year 6) all children are required to be formally assessed
using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). These are the results that are published nationally.
Children that have specific needs are given an individual education plan, which have very specific
targets which are linked to their needs. These IEPs are reviewed on a termly basis co-ordinated by
our SENCo who will review your child’s progress.
The progress of children with a statement of SEND/ EHCP is formally reviewed at an Annual Review
with all adults involved with the child’s education invited.

How will we involve children and Parents in their learning?





Each term the SENCo offers the opportunity to meet with parents to discuss their child’s progress.
At the meeting parents are informed about how they can support their child’s learning.
All SEN pupils meet with the class teacher and the SENCo once a term to review their IEP targets
and plan for future targets.
St Mary’s offers a selection of resources on the school website for parents to access to support
their child in their learning.
The school also hosts a variety of curriculum workshops throughout the year to support our
Parents, for example, all reception parents are invited to a phonics workshop in the Autumn term
each year.

How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s learning in school?
Children’s progress is reviewed continuously at St Mary’s. This is achieved using an array of methods: from
assessment within every lesson; to the schools formal review cycle, whereby the class teacher meets the
Senior Management Team and the SENCo each term to monitor the effectiveness of teaching and learning.
These pupil progress meetings are an opportunity for any party to voice concerns about individual children.
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The school will set up a meeting between the parents, class teacher and our SENCo if your child is identified
as not making progress because;



the child is significantly falling behind that of their peers starting from the same
baseline
the attainment gap widens between the child and their peers

or
 where a pupil needs to make additional progress with wider development or social needs
Code of Practice (2014)
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the concern in more detail and to:




listen to any concerns you may have too
plan any additional support your child may receive
discuss with you any referrals to outside professionals to support your child’s learning

What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at St Mary’s?
Our provision to support children with special educational needs follows the assess-plan-do review cycle.
All types of support on offer at St Mary’s are carefully planned for. Staff always ensure that it follows the
following SMART guidelines:
Specific to the child’s needs.
Measurable with evidence to inform parents of the impact it is having on the child.
Achievable, through an individualised target setting process which is specific to that child.
Realistic as they are based on their current level/capacity and would naturally form the next step in the
progressive learning process.
Time-related: so that progress can be measured and provision can be reviewed and modified.

Quality First Teaching
In the first instance support is offered to every child in the classroom through quality first teaching. For
your child this would mean:






That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class.
A broad, balanced and creative curriculum that offers learning matched to pupil’s ability.
That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can
understand.
Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This
may involve things like using more practical learning.
Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENCo or outside staff) are in place to support
your child to learn.
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If your child is identified as having a barrier to learning, staff will strive to support your child through a
planned group intervention. The planned intervention could be a response to a cognitive, pastoral, social
or emotional difficulty
Children can be supported in a number of ways in these groups:




The groups can run in the classroom or outside.
They are run by a teacher or most often a teaching assistant who has had training running these
groups.
These groups have a clear aim and their impact is reviewed regularly.

If your child is identified as having a specific and complex barrier to learning, staff will strive to support
the child through working with specialist staff from outside agencies
Your child will have been identified by the class teacher and the SENCo (or you will have raised your
worries,) as needing more specialist input instead of or in addition to quality first teaching and intervention
groups. You will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible ways
forward. You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist
professional e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help the school and
yourself understand your child’s particular needs better and be able to support them more effectively in
school.
We currently work with specialists from the following agencies;






Occupational Therapy
Educational Psychology
Child and adolescent Mental Health Services
Speech and Language Therapy
Physiotherapy

If your child has complex barriers to learning they may be in need of specified Individual support
This is usually provided via a Statement of Special Educational Needs or an Education, Health and Care Plan
(EHCP).
For your child this would mean:


The school (or you) can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment of your
child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of support that will be provided for
your child.
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After the school has sent in the request to the Local Authority (with a lot of information about your
child, including some from you), they will decide whether they think your child’s needs are complex
to need a statutory assessment to clarify the child’s barriers to learning. If this is the case they will
ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining your child’s needs.
If they do not think your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue with the support.
After the reports have all been sent in, the Local Authority will decide if the child requires support
in addition to that normally available in the school. If this is the case they will write a Statement of
Special Educational Needs or an EHC Plan. If this is not the case, they will ask the school to continue
with the support and also set up a meeting in school to ensure a plan is in place to ensure your
child makes as much progress as possible.
In collaboration with the parents, the Statement or Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) will
outline long and short term goals for your child and how the support should be used and what
strategies must be put in place.
The EHCP will outline the additional support required to enable your child to meet the short and
longer term outcomes set out on the EHCP, for example, an additional adult may be used to
support your child with whole class learning, run individual programmes or run small groups.

How is extra support allocated to children?





The school budget, received from Surrey local authority, includes money for supporting children
with SEND.
The Headteacher decides on the budget for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in
consultation with the school governors, on the basis of needs in the school.
The Head Teacher and the SENCo discuss all the information they have about SEND in the school
and decide what resources, training and support is needed.
All resources, training and support are reviewed regularly to ensure they are having the desired
impact, changes are made when they are needed.

How are the teachers in school helped to work with children with SEND and what training do they have?






Our SENCo supports our class teachers in planning for children with SEND.
Ms Gorton holds the National award for SEN Co-ordination.
The school has a training plan for all staff to improve the teaching and learning of children including
those with SEND. This includes whole school training on SEND issues such as ASD and Speech and
language difficulties.
Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies and
professionals that are relevant to the needs of specific children in their class.

What support do we have for you as a parent of a child with a SEND?







The class teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may
have and to share information about what is working well at home and school so similar strategies
can be used.
The SENCo is available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns/worries
you may have. If you wish to see Ms Gorton, please make an appointment through the school
office.
All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the person involved
directly, or where this is not possible, in a report.
Each term, the Individual education plans will be reviewed with your involvement.
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Homework may be adjusted as needed to your child’s individual needs.
Every effort will be made to ensure that communication is as open and honest as possible to
support families of children with SEND.

How do we support our children with transition?






Transition between year groups is carefully planned for. Children have the opportunity to spend
some time with their new class teacher before the end of the summer term.
Transition between nursery and reception and reception and year 1 is planned over several weeks
in order that children are fully prepared for the change.
Parents have the opportunity to meet the class teacher in the Autumn term to ensure they are fully
informed how to support their child.
Parents of children with a Statement or Education and EHCP are invited to meet the new class
teacher in the summer term to discuss the child’s needs in preparation for September.
We have a transition programme in place for secondary transition with all our secondary schools.

How is St Mary’s accessible to children with SEND?






We ensure that equipment used is accessible to all children, regardless of their needs.
Through our risk assessment, we ensure that all children have access to out of school activities such
as school trips.
After school provision is accessible to all children, including those with SEND.
Extra-curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND.
There is a disabled toilet situated in the main building by the Main Office and an adapted toilet in
the Key Stage One area.

How does the school develop Emotional and Social Development?
School values have a high profile in the school and the pupils are involved in a range of learning
opportunities. Class teachers develop social and emotional skills through class discussions, circle time
activities through our PSHE programme of work. Additionally:









Social skills programmes are implemented.
The school now has a trained Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA).
Lunchtime supervisors will have an awareness of children to support at these less structured times.
The school behaviour policy is very positive and Star of the Week, stickers and House Points build
motivation and self-esteem.
Referrals can be made to the Home-School Link Worker, Family Support Workers, Behaviour Support,
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) and Educational Psychology.
The school participate in Feeling Good Week and the Life Bus visits the school annually.
The Garden of Hope provides a quiet environment for reflection and time out.
There are a wide range of clubs available to the children.

Who can I contact for further information?
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If you want more information or have concerns, please arrange to see your class teacher or Ms
Gorton – The SENCo, via the school office.
Information for parents and children can be found in on Surrey’s website:
https://www.surreysend.co.uk
If you are not satisfied with the school’s response to your concerns and you wish to make a
complaint, please make an appointment to see the Headteacher, Mrs Austin.
The governor with the responsibility for Special Needs may be consulted.
A committee of the Governing Body may be convened to hear the complaint.
If the concern or complaint has not been resolved at this stage Surrey County Council may be
contacted. Surrey County Council’s ‘A Brief Guide to School Complaints’ can be found on the
website.
Please note that disputes relating to appeals for statutory assessments may be referred to The
Disability and Special Needs Tribunal Advice and information can be found on Surrey’s website in
respect of appeals.
Advice for parents is also available through:
Surrey SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (previously known as Partnership with
Parents)
Noke Drive
Redhill
Surrey
RH1 4AX
Tel: 01737 737300
Website: www.sendadvicesurrey.org.uk
Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunals Service (SEND) – Now found as:
First-tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability)
Website: https//www.gov.uk/courts-tribunals/first-tier-tribunal-special-educational-needs-anddisability
Email: sendistqueries@hmcts.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone: 01325 289350
Fax: 0870 739 4017
St Mary’s School has contributed to the local authority’s Local offer; details of which can be found
on the school website under the heading of ‘Local Offer’ and also at
www.new.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/special-educational-needs-and-disabilitysend/our-local-offer-support-and-advice-for-children-and-young-people-with-send

